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villages and chose them only according to the rank
they held in the Nazi party hierarchy.
"R.R." soon became a feared organisation, and
although the number of murders which its members
committed in the months following the Roehm purge
did not exceed one hundred, they spread fear among Nazis
in all German rural districts.
People soon discovered what "R.R." stood for. It meant
"Raecher Roehms" (Revenge for Roehm). Only a few
of those who took this revenge were caught before the
murder wave died down.
The war has brought the organisation into action again.
Soon after war broke out a series of "R.R." murders
were committed in the same way as those carried out by
the old friends of Roehm. Are the 1939 murderers the same
as those of 1934? Do they believe their time has come to
strike once more against Hitler, whom they hate?
They were Nazis in 1934 and I have no doubt that
they are Nazis to-day. But they are among the thousands
of anti-Hitler Nazis, the opposition which Hitler fears
most.
He fears it as much as he fears to face most of the
Old Guard of Nazism. In the ranks of the old fighters
Hitler has lost every grain of trust and friendship. Most
U>f these men, some of whom devoted all their youth to
the struggle for Nazism, were disappointed on the day
Hitler assumed power. From that day to this these
valuable revolutionaries have been a burden. Their
staunch and inflexible Nazi principles are a worry to
Hitler to-day.
Every day brings reports about discussions in some of
the many private circles in which the old fighters are
united. Gestapo agents take great pains to penetrate these
circles and compile reports about them. They are submitted